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ABSTRACT 



As part of a major effort to raise student achievement, 
Colorado schools have been putting into place rigorous academic content 
standards that spell out the skills and knowledge students should acquire in 
core subject areas. This guide contains information about part of this 
effort, the new Colorado Student Assessment Program (CSAP) , to help teachers 
explain scores to parents and students. The CSAP will be the first 
examinations administered using a common yardstick to measure student 
achievement across the state. It is based on the state model content 
standards developed by Colorado educators and community members. Benchmarks 
specify what students should know by the end of 4th, 8th, and 11th grades. 
The CSAP is a standards -based test that will measure and report what each 
student has actually learned. School districts will receive results for 
individual students, their schools, and the district as a whole. Scores will 
be reported as "Advanced,” "Proficient," "Partially Proficient," and 
"Unsatisfactory." Each proposed test question is reviewed by panels of 
teachers and assessment experts and panels of community members and parents. 
Examples of test questions are included, and some questions with answers 
clarify details about the testing program. (SLD) 
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The Colorado Student Assessment Program 
A Teacher’s Guide 



As part of a major effort to raise student achievement, Colorado schools have 
been putting into place rigorous academic content standards. These standards 
spell out the skills and knowledge that all students should acquire in core subject 
areas. 

As educators, you know that setting content standards is the first step to helping 
students learn more. Curriculum, instructional practices, and assessments must 
also be aligned to support the standards. 

Curriculum revision and professional development are primarily taking place at 
the district level. In order to have a comprehensive picture of how well students 
are achieving, assessment must take place a different levels. 

This guide contains information about the new Colorado Student Assessment 
Program. When the results are released, educators will be on the front-lines ex- 
plaining scores to parents and the public. The information in this guide is in- 
tended to assist you in this task. 




This Is A Test. . . 



Classroom Assessment 

The most complete form of assessment takes place in the classroom. Teachers 
assess students on a daily and weekly basis. Whenever you administer a unit 
test or quiz, grade homework, or just look at kids’ faces to see if they are con- 
fused, you are assessing how well students are grasping the concepts. 

Classroom assessment determines the grades a student receives and also gives 
teachers Valuable information about where students’ strengths lie and where 
they may need special help. 

District Level Testing 

Most school districts regularly test students in certain grade levels to find out 
how well they are achieving across the district. Some use a “norm-referenced” 
test such as the Iowa Test of Basic Skills. 

Many districts are already implementing standards-based testing to evaluate 
accurately how well students are meeting district standards. 

Under new law, all districts will be required to report student achievement on 
content standards. 






. . .This Is Only A Test 

Statewide Testing 



Testing 

Schedule 



Knowing how well students and schools are performing statewide 
is of great interest to educators, parents, business leaders, commu- 
nity members, and elected officials. It’s no surprise that district 
test scores, SAT and ACT scores, and national exam results are 
front page news. Large-scale assessment results are one way to let 
the public know that students are receiving a quality education. 

The Colorado Department of Education is assessing student per- 
formance each spring in selected grades and subject areas. 

The Colorado Student Assessment Program (CSAP) will be the 
first exams administered, using a common yardstick, to measure 
student achievement across the state. Such statewide testing, in 
order to yield fair and accurate results, must be based on common 
criteria or standards. CSAP is based on the state model content 
standards that were developed by Colorado educators and com- 
munity members. 

Psst! It’s Not A Secret 

The content of the state assessment is not a secret. What students 
are expected to learn is spelled out in the state model content stan- 
dards. Under each general standard are grade level expectations— 
or benchmarks. 

These benchmarks specify what students should know by the end 
of 4th, 8th, and 11th grade. Test questions are based on the stan- 
dards and benchmarks. So, even though you will not have access 
to specific test questions, the standards and benchmarks tell you 
what the questions will address. 
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There Is A Difference 



Unlike large-scale assessments you have seen in the past, CSAP is not a norm- 
referenced test. CSAP is a standards-based test. There is a big difference. 

Norm-referenced tests are designed to provide information about how well stu- 
dents are learning as compared to others. 

Norm-referenced tests do not yield information about how well students are 
meeting district or state content standards. Such tests are not necessarily based 
on your course objectives or curriculum. 

A norm-referenced test score only tells you how far above or below average a 
student performed. That information can be useful in some situations, but isn’t 
very helpful in letting teachers find out what exactly students know. 

In contrast, CSAP will measure and report what each student has actually 
learned about the subject being assessed. 

As teachers, you will also have information about how well the students in your 
class did in certain areas and where students need to improve— which can be a 
valuable instructional tool. 






Why Would Anyone Want To Be A 
4th Grade Teacher? 



It is important to remember that the statewide assessments are 
cumulative exams. The 4th grade reading and writing test is 
based on what students should have learned from kindergarten 
through 4th grade, not just what they learned in the 4th grade. 

What students have learned up to the time of the assessment and 
how well students do are the result of many factors, including all 
previous instruction from other teachers and schools. CSAP is ar 
assessment of students and schools, not of teachers. 

An Honest Look 

It’s realistic to expect results to be generally low for the first few 
years of testing. This has been the case in other states that have 
conducted standards-based assessments. 

Results may be low at first because 

ffl content standards are relatively new to Colorado schools. 
Most teachers and schools have not been teaching to the stan 
dards for very long. 

C3 content standards are meant to raise the bar for student 

achievement. They are deliberately set at rigorous levels and 
may present a substantial challenge for teachers and students 

Keep in mind that first time test results will produce baseline 
data— or reference points for future years of testing. 



O 



CSAP is an 
assessn^ent 
of students 
and schools 
not of 
individual 
teachers. 



The Results 



School districts will receive results for individual students, their schools, and the 
district as a whole. 



Scores will be reported in terms of four performance levels: Advanced, Profi- 
cient, Partially Proficient, and Unsatisfactory. The performance levels are set by 
Colorado teachers and assessment experts after student work and preliminary test 
results have been examined. 



The Colorado Department of Education will also release statewide results. The 
law requires that reports are disaggregated for gender, race, ethnicity, and sepa- 
rate disabling conditions. 

Test Development 

The tests have been developed by Colorado teachers, district assessment and cur- 
riculum directors, and CTB/McGraw-Hill, the test publisher. 



Each proposed test question is reviewed by several different panels made up of 
Colorado teachers and assessment experts who check for grade and content ap- 
propriateness. 



Two other panels, made up of parents, community members, and business lead- 
ers, review each test question to ensure it is fair and acceptable. Only if a ques- 
tion passes these screenings is it included on the state assessment. 





Examples 



The tests include multiple choice, short answer, and performance assessments. 
Here are examples of actual test questions that appeared on the 4th grade reading 
and writing assessment administered in the spring of 1997. 



D irections 

Fleas can be real pests for dogs and other animals. Read this article about making a 
flea collar. Then do Numbers 1 through 10. 



Pet Collar 

by Gwen Diehn 
and Terry Krautwurst 

Illustrations by Pam Fullerton 




F leas seem to hate the herb pennyroyal, although 
humans and animals fmd it very sweet smelling. This 
collar stuffed with dried pennyroyal will help keep pesky 
fleas off your pooch. 



What You'll Need; 

cotton bandanna 
matching thread 
sewing needle 
dried pennyroyal 

(available in health-food stores) 



What to Do: 

1. Cut the bandanna diagonally into two triangles. Make 
sure one side of each triangle is long enough to tie 
comfortably around your dog’s neck. 

2. Fold over the long edge by about 3 inches. Sew along the 
cut edge, creating a hollow tube. Sew up one end and leave 
the other end open. 

3. Stuff dried pennyroyal into the opening. 

4. Sew up the opening. 

5. Tie snugly — but not too tightly — around your 
dog’s neck, then watch those fleas flee ! 




tony 

^ end 




"Pet Collar" adapted from Nature Crafts for Kids by Gwen Diehn and Terry Krautwurst, text copyright ©1992 by Gwen Diehn 
and Terry Krautwurst, art copyright ©1992 by Pam Fullerton. Reprinted by permission of Sterling Publishing Company, Inc. 
^ and the artist. 
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Which of these could be guide words on a dictionary page that contains 
the word pennyroyals 

O pelican - pencil 
O pensive - pepper 
9 penguin - people 
O pending - Pennsylvania 




In a book about plants, which of these chapters would most likely tell 
about pennyroyal? 



• Useful Herbs 
O Evergreen Trees 
O Flowering Shrubs 
O Seeds and Seed Pods 




On the lines below, write a paragraph that summarizes the article. Include three facts 
in your summary. 



Scoring Guide CSAP Reading 

Pet Collar 



Grade 4 



Item 10: 

On the lines below, write a paragraph that summarizes the article. Include three facts 
in your summary. 

RUBRIC 

Exemplar 

Facts: 

• Fleas seem to hate pennyroyal. 

• Collars made with pennyroyal can help keep fleas off pets. 

• Humans and animals find pennyroyal sweet smelling. 

• Supplies needed for collar: 

• bandanna 

• thread 

• needle 

• pennyroyal 

• Reference to directions in making collar 




Score Points (2 points maximum) 

2 points Summary with three or more facts 
1 point Summary with one or two facts given 
0 points 



Other 
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D irections 

For Numbers 1 through 5, read the letter below and look at the numbered, 
underlined parts. Choose the answer that shows the best capitalization and 
punctuation for each part. 







^.,<1 : 


o 


march I, 1997 




airplane, write 




• 


March I, 1997 


• 


airplane. Write 




o 


March I, 1997, 


O 


airplane? Write 




o 


Correct as it is 


o 


Correct as it is 




o 


dear bonnie 




Your Friend 




o 


dear Bonnie, 


• 


Your friend, 




• 


Dear Bonnie, 


o 


your Friend, 




o 


Correct as it is 


o 


Correct as it is 




o 


Tinas 








o 


tina’s 








• 


Tina's 








o 


Correct as it is 







D irections 

Now do Number 1. 

Imagine that the school newsletter has asked your class about lunch time at your school. 
On the lines below, write a paragraph for the school newsletter explaining what lunch 
time at your school is like. 




(scoring guide on following page) 
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Questions & Answers 

Q: How long do the tests take? 

A: Testing times will differ depending on the subjects and grade levels tested. 
The 4th grade reading and writing test takes approximately six, 50 minute class 
periods. The 3rd grade reading test is expected to take two, 45 minute class peri- 
ods. Testing time is spread out over several days. 

Q: What stakes are attached? 

A: CSAP does not have “high stakes” attached. There are no state-imposed con- 
sequences for students, teachers, or administrators tied to the test results. How- 
ever, school, district, and statewide results will be released to the public and it is 
likely that the newspapers will print results. 

Q: How will I know how to administer the test? 

A: Teachers will receive demonstration booklets in advance of the testing date. 
The booklets thoroughly explain how to administer the tests, contain example 
test questions, and answer many questions you may have about the test. Your 
district also has access to statewide training conferences to prepare district staff 
to train teachers. 

Q: Are all students expected to take the test? 

A: Every student is expected to take CSAP, with a few exceptions. Students 
with severe disabilities are not expected to participate. Each school district de- 
cides which students are exempted from the exam. Appropriate accommodations, 
tied to instruction, are allowed to assist special education students in taking the 
exam. 

Q: Is this just another trend that will vanish? 

A: As educators, you may have seen many education trends come and go. It 
may be hard to take content standards seriously due to a belief that “this too shall 
pass.” However, there is strong support among educators, legislators, business 
leaders, and parents at local, state, and national levels to support a standards- 
based educational system. A state law passed in 1993 has directed the implemen- 
tation of state and local content standards and assessments. It is safe to assume 
that content standards are here to stay. 



More Questions & Answers 



Q: Is this just one other thing that takes time away from my teaching? 

A: Because the statewide assessment is based on content standards, it will 
compliment instruction. It is not a separate test that will have little effect or 
meaning to what you’re teaching. State test results will give you additional in- 
formation about students, which when used in combination with your class- 
room assessments and the district assessment, will provide you with a “body of 
evidence” about how well students are achieving. 

Q: What will be done with the results? 

A: It is up to each school district to determine how they will use individual, 
school, and district scores. Only locally elected school boards may determine 
graduation requirements, establish school curricula and set policies for grade 
retention and promotion. Test results will most likely be used to aid teachers 
and school administrators in improving instruction. 

Q: How are the tests scored? 

A: Multiple choice questions are scored by a machine. Performance assess- 
ments are graded by trained scorers. Scorers are teachers and assessment ex- 
perts. Extensive training is provided to the scorers and common criteria 
(rubrics) are used to evaluate student answers to ensure objectivity. 

Q: How will student anonymity be protected? 

A: Smaller school districts (with 1 5 or less students per grade) will not have 
their results released publicly. Results will not be disaggregated for student 
groups of 15 or less. Only schools and parents will have access to individual 
student results. 

Q: Who can I call if I have more questions? 

A: If you have questions about how your individual school or district will han- 
dle testing, contact your school principal or district assessment director. If 
you’d like more information about the Colorado Student Assessment Program, 
contact the Colorado Department of Education Assessment Unit at (303) 894- 
2155 or (303) 894-2148. 
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